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18 February 2021  Heritage LITE News Love. Introduce. Teach. Equip. 

 

Dear Heritage family, 

 

This newsletter comes to you every week as part of our heeding the call to love, introduce, teach, 

and equip one another as we honor and follow Christ in every way. Let us calm and quiet our 

hearts as we ponder this devotional brought to us by our own Aaron Hembree: 

 

“By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin,  

he condemned sin in the flesh,  

in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us,  

who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit” (Rom 8:3b-4). 
 

The Christian life in Scripture is likened to a walk. A walk implies progress and a destination. 

This metaphor serves as a means of reminding the Christian that we are never meant to remain 

where we are. As James Wilder said last Sunday,  

 

“Today better than yesterday, 

tomorrow better than today.” 

 

We walk or, like, water, we become stagnant in our faith. May it never be so!  
 

Anselm of Canterbury wrote nearly 1000 years ago that Paul’s words to Philemon epitomize the 

Christian walk: “Forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead.” You are 

energized by God’s Holy Spirit to forever press on toward Christlikeness. Sometimes all you 

have the ability to do is crawl toward Christ; other times you sprint toward Him. At the end of 

your life when you look back over a lifetime of forward progress you’ll find that, through the 

power of the Spirit, you maintained a faithful pace. And God will proclaim such a walk to be 

faithful.   
 

May the Spirit empower you to gain ground for Christ’s kingdom this week, to the glory of God 

the Father.  
 

~ Aaron 

Communication We appreciate and are grateful for those of you who have put your hands 

to the plow of assisting us in improving our communication at Heritage. Your questions and 

suggestions continue to help us pray, focus, design, and implement new and effective ways of 

‘getting the word out’ week after week. Please do not grow weary; do keep sending potential 

ideas, announcements, suggestions, concerns, and questions to 

heritagechurch.office@gmail.com.  

 

mailto:heritagechurch.office@gmail.com
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Transition Team 

 

The winter storms have certainly played a number on the schedule of the transition team. Though 

they haven’t been able to meet in-person, the work continues. Please pray for continued wisdom 

on behalf of all involved: 

 

Eliya Bolgrin  Chloe Carter  Andre Dame  Steve Donnelly 

Debbie Goss  David Houghton Roman Letka  Justin MacDonald 

Rachel Pearson Becky Ponder  Christi Prescott Amy Puckett 

Will Schwab  James Wilder  Justin Wood 

 

Dr. Wilder’s Corner   

 

"If you are not careful to observe all the words of this law . . . by fearing (standing in awe of) this 

glorious and awesome name - Yahweh, your God – then . . ." (Deuteronomy 28:58 RSV) Then 

what? Then keep reading what He says might transpire. "Then, your life shall hang in doubt 

before you; night and day you shall be in dread, and have no assurance of your life." (Smith-

Goodspeed).  

 

God outlines promised blessings for obedience. God's character is highlighted as a covenant 

creator that 1) expects obedience and 2) wants to bless those in a covenant relationship with 

Him. One could paraphrase this and say, "Obey God and you will be blessed", which is true, but 

sounds a little presumptuous. If they were obedient to God, He was not obligated to bless Israel . 

. . nor are His blessings a guarantee in our lives because we are obedient. What it does say is that 

obedience increases the odds that we will be in a position to receive all with which God wants to 

bless us AND not receive the consequences of blatant sin because we have chosen obedience.  

 

I believe it is healthier to say, "Always be ready to experience God's blessings as a result of your 

continued obedience!" When we choose to accentuate the positive, it increases the odds that the 

challenges that we may be facing do not take the lion’s share of our focus. If you are the non-

obedient bad apple, you will influence the other apples in the box . . . be that box church, family, 

work, or whatever.  As God has highlighted his creation with a broad stroke of iridescent white 

snow this week (think Bob Ross) . . . be grateful to God for His overwhelming blessings. Allow 

your prayers to extend to those that are always without running water, heat, and/or electricity . . . 

and praise Him for the blessing of family, faith, and assurance of salvation. Be mindful that 

Spring is right around the corner. Thank you for your continued prayers for your Transition 

Team as we look to resume our discussions next week.  

 

~ Pastor James 
 

Heritage Staff 
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Please pray for the church staff often. This coming Sunday, the staff is scheduled to have its  

monthly meeting of planning and assessing general operation processes for the church. Please,  

pray for God’s continued guidance. Staff members are: 

 

James Wilder, transition pastor   

Aaron Hembree, youth pastor 

Jeff Goss, music ministry coordinator  

Amy Puckett, children’s program director 

Faith Buss, administrative assistant   

Britton Buss, media ministry coordinator 

Maris Goss & Bizzy Chlouber, custodial services facilitators 

 

 

Heritage Youth Retreat 

 

Improved weather may be forecasted this weekend, but unfortunately the effects of our 

snowstorms are still being felt, some of which are the poor road conditions, cold temps, a snowy 

church parking lot, and a main break which has left the Hembree house without water. The youth 

team thought it was most prudent to push the retreat back until after Spring Break to the weekend 

of March 26th-27th. Issues and concerns related to this date change should be addressed to 

Aaron. Looking forward to our growing together through this retreat. 

 

In Christ,  

 

~ Aaron 

 

Spring Women’s Retreat  Ladies, please join other women for a weekend of 

worship, discipleship, and community, all centered around Titus 2. Potential activities include 

teaching and discussion, worship, great food, and time for reflection, fellowship, and discussion. 

There will be downtime for gardening, crafts, and of course, ample coffee to fuel the weekend. 

Please prayerfully consider coming to the event. This event is for women college aged and 

older. Please RSVP by March 1, 2021.  

 

Click here to access more direct info: 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/heritagewomensministry/470699 

 

 

 

 

Heritage Kids Corner 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/heritagewomensministry/470699
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Our SpotLITE Teacher of the Week is Amanda Brock. Amanda has been teaching Sunday 

School off and on since she was a senior in high school and taught middle school girls. She has  

mainly worked with teens but co-taught an adult class for several years as well. She has been a 

VBS coordinator and teacher for various roles from her teen years up. She has also sponsored for 

Falls Creek and Cross Timbers.   

 

She loves working with kids of all ages for short periods of time but definitely has a passion for 

working with teens and preteens. One of her favorite things is catching glimpses of former 

students and knowing that she once got to play a small role in their lives. 
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Amanda will start rotating with Justin and Olivia Wood teaching the 4th-6th grade class. Please 

pray for her and be sure and tell her thank you for serving.  

 

Baby dedication is coming up February 28th during morning service. Baby dedication is a time 

to commit to raising your baby in the Lord and a special time of prayer over your child. This is a 

very sweet time for all the babies and toddlers in our church and we would love for you to 

participate. See Kim Bussell if you’d like your family to participate.  

 

If you’d like to help with VBS this summer and/or serve in the children’s department, please 

contact me at (405) 831-7429.  

 

~ Amy Puckett  

Silent Auction | Bake Sale 

The event has been P O S T P O N E D to Sunday, February 28, 2021. 

Calling all bakers and secret Great British Baking Show enthusiasts AND anyone who has a 

sweet tooth! We are in need of volunteers to bake and then people to bid. 

Bakers: To volunteer, please sign up on the clipboard in the lobby or talk to Candice 

Jennings (760) 799-3985.  Bring items to Heritage by 9:15 am on Sunday, February 28th. 

Buyers: We are going to have bid sheets printed up for the baked goods; people can bid 

before Sunday School until the end of the service. Whoever has the highest bid wins! You 

must pay to pick up your item so be prepared with cash, or check. Items will be picked up 

immediately following service unless other arrangements are made. 

Proceeds will help fund the spring Women's retreat. 

~ Faith 
 

Bible Studies 
 

1. The Men’s Group is going through the book of Galatians and will go until the end of  

May 2021. Next week, God willing, it is our hope to pick it back up from Galatians 1:13. 

Please pray God will continue to use this study to draw men closer to Jesus, to teach them 

to obey Christ’s commands, to grow in discipleship, and to impact the nations for the  

advancement of the undiluted gospel of peace. 

2. Debbie Goss is leading the Women’s Bible Study through Jennie Allen’s book, Get Out 

Of Your Head shored up by Paul’s epistle to the Philippians. It is a message of hope in  
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the midst of chaos and a summons to respond to God’s way of shifting deceptive thought 

processes into walking in God’s truth. Ladies, if you can, please purchase the book and 

its accompanying study guide. However, if your budget is prohibitive, we have a few 

extra  

copies available. 

3. Justin Wood is leading a Young Men’s Fellowship/Bible Study (40 and under). They  

have met thrice already and each time it was a wonderful time of fellowship. Please  

consider joining them next time at our church building. For all other details, please  

contact Justin at (405) 240-0044. 

 

HERITAGE PRAYS 

 

Please pray . . . 

1. For Jamie Hembree’s family as they mourn the unexpected passing of her grandfather. 

Pray Aaron & Jamie (and family) will have an opportunity to represent Christ in a 

winsome and compassionate way as they interact with individuals who do not yet know 

Christ. Pray for their safe return from Maysville. 

2. For the continued effects of the winter storms on so many individuals and families. Pray 

that the Lord will use His bride in a powerful way as His hands and feet to a world in 

need. 

3. For everyone in our midst to grow in wisdom as we learn to rely solely on Christ in every 

circumstance. 

4. For our hearts and minds to be enriched in every way as we cling to the gospel when 

facing spiritual and physical battles. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

“ . . . Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back 

from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good 

for doing His will, and may He work in us what is pleasing to Him, through Jesus Christ, to 

whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. – Hebrews 13:20-21, NIV 

 

~ The elders 


